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Concerning | 


The Preſent and Succeeding Ti M ES . 


BEING 


8 faithful Exhortation and Warning to all Friends, ; 


who profeſs the TRV TH, to beware of the | 
manifold Wiles of the Enemy, and to ſtand armed 


in the Light of the LORD GOD of Heaven and 
Earth, againſt his Aſſaulis, that fo they may 


be ready to anſwer the Call and Requirings ; 
of the Hein,, 753 | 
2 A LS o, 


. Something ige of the Miſery of the Succeeding 


Times. that all may be prepared, and that the 


evil Day may not overtake any unawares, but 


ſuch as turn 3 their Ear from Coun 14 


— 


Y 


: By one = is a Toaveller i in the Way of Peace? 72 Fe 


- 


hath Goodwill towards all Men, and more elpecially 
to the Houſhold of Faith ; STEPH EN 8 


a — / 
ler bim that bath an Ear, bear what the wi * 10 the | 


— Rev. ii. 
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E E firſt 178 > Ls Trad; is republiſhed a PY 
"tbe Requeſt of | ſeveral Friends, who thought it 


be be of Service to ſettle the Minds of many in 
theſe unſtable Times, and incline theni to look homie to 
_ that \Rock\\wwhich: has been, is, and will be, | the only 
Safety for the Righteous, in all the Storms and Trials 
| of every kind which may attend them in this Liſe; 
and notwithſtanding it cas publiſhed in the Autbors 
| * Works, jet they being long fince out-of Print, it can 


be come at but by a few; and. though a ſmall Part of 


1 - is publiſhed in William Sewel's Hiſtory, «yet 
it was thought neceſſary to reprint it wholly for 


more general Service at this Time, uuberein there are 


fſuch Commotions, Wars, and Rumours US Wars in the Wi 


Earth; and the more ſo, as it ſeems to point at theſe 
Times, as the Succeeding Times therein . 


being written in the Year 1666. 


As to the General Epiſtle e berewith (robich . 


is is rnd. in William ente Hz ery, Pag. 628 ad 


25 oh 7 ut 


_ - —̃— — 


* . Works, Pag 117. 4 St 
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it 15 reprinted to fi up the Minds of Friends to — 


Duty, in the Execution of that Chriſtian Diſcipline 


which is ſo neceſſary to kerp the Church clean, the 


* Negle&t 75 which has been one Cauſe of the Declenſun 5 


which is ſo apparent at tbi Day : And nottpith}t anding 
| gert hay 5 ſome Things in bot 


not 5 quite fo al adapted to the preſent State of the 
Church, as they were at thoſe Times wherein they were 


oth Epiſtles, obich Jetm 


vr ler, this laſt "Epiſtle being written in thè Tear 


| 1690, Jer; ar the excellent Attvice therein given, re- 
mains ꝑvod at all Tinies, it was concluded to print them 

entire And the Reader is defired to make this profit= 
b abt Uſe .of thoſe Paſſages," wherein the Increaſe and 


Proſperity of the Churches are mentioned, as to enquire 


in himfelf, Whether bis Converſation bas been ſo con- 
tufted by adhering to the divine Teacher, the Grace 
Per Spirit of God; and his Duty towards bis Brethren 


Jo tiſchakged, by maintaining the Diſcipline in the 
Spirit of Love and Charity, as to be. no Mays 
 wevefſary to that Declenſion which is " nb; nd 1 | 
Kr Wo f ond el, | 
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| B Bye: E N D 5, arr the Preſent 
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| LEE throug zh. The rating 1 55 Nr 455 
; lay hid a 


==. 


7 covering, Dk 15 wad its Power, 5 = 
is IR So 
the ay. 


vou gy = ou came fo. cnow "and 98 

it, even while others {till hated it, and you for its 
fake; yet your Hearts being affected with the Hope 
hat did appear We copld not but ſo far join 


unto 


14 


RYE as to make publick Profeſſion * it. for. its its 
own fake, and for ho other Ends or Deſigns, or 
Intereſt at all, but with: Reſolution in that- Light, 


to wait for the Salvation of God. Dear Friends, 


L orementioned, that h now, and for 
4 d Wegks, my Heart hath be been n degply 


ings of the Father's Lore 5 aden overcome 
me, and draw me forth now to ſay and write 
a tbele Things unto you, for yout Admonition and 
Eſtabliſhment. And indeed f is you who did thus 
_ rightly own the Way of Truth, and knew your 
| Believing to be the Gif and Mercy of God to your 
Souls, that I do aim at; for thoſe who have taken 
up the Profeſſion of the precious Truth, u pon By- 
teſpects and ſiniſter Ends, and but for Reſins pro- 
pounded 3 in their, carnal Minds, though I do pity 
them, et 1 have not much at this Time to ſay to 
them, but this, The Day /hall declare them, and their 
f Carnivits ſhalt not lde them. © © 
But voa, Oh my Friend! Who had Fillowſhiy 
; with us in the deep Travels of our Beginnings, and 
dich come to Truth the fame. Way, and have known 
| the Power and Virtue of it, many Times over- 
coming you in your inward Man, which hath 
made ou er oy out, Lord, eber more give us of this, 
Bread 3 an hath made you, as a,watered* Garden: 
Oh ill! Y how "all 5 expreſs or fignify unto you 
thoſe Lotipings, *thoſe ardent 'Defires, and earneſt | 
Breathings . of my Soul, that you, even yon, may 
abide to the End of all Tris” Tribulstions, and 
Adverſities, and may inherit that Crown of Im- 
mortality which is in 8 Jeſus our Lord, and a 


not 


2 + k 
8 a" » p 
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FRE any means be bereft thereof ; - this'is-;ſirgly | 
my Arava in Body and Spirit; at you may be 
kept and preſerved out of all the ſubtil Snares of 

the wicked one, who hunts für the Souls, even f 
thoſe who have believed; and therefore in deat and 
tender Love I have a'few Things to write unto you, 


! wforths clearing of my Oonſeience, and diſcharging 


| 2) called and convinced, which, as a Foundation Prin- 


my Duty in the Sight of the Lord; and the Lord 
gie you all a tender and an underſtanding Heart, 
| that both you and J may yet have. Cauſe dai to 
| praiſe the Lord in che glorious Light of his Salva- 
tion, which he hath manifeſted among us by the 
revealing his Son Jeſus Chr 2 belongs 
Dominion, Honour and Glory, for ever. Amen. 

And firſt, dear Friends, it is in my Heart to put 
wy in Remembrance of that by which we were 


ciple, was laid in and among you, and it being un- 
D A N f and beranerd, in dt ren N e 


rightly kept to it. . big d nal au 
It was a Light which: rally an our Harn — 


ſhined forth from God the Father of Lights, carry- ” 


ing in its Appearance the Nature and Property of 
God, both in its condemning Evil, which the 
Enemy had ſon or planted in us, and owning, 
allowing, and jaſtifying every Thing that was good 
and honeſt, J and, equal ; even thoſe Thoughts in 
our Hearts which were for turning towards the 
Lord, and ſeeking his Righteoufneſs ; theſe Thoughts 
were juſtified and encoutaged by the Light, and all 
; bow - contrary diſcovered: "and; judged, as they were 
brought to it to o be/tried « * * Soul : 


8 5 2. 
8 
8 


5 FIT 


Souls 'rejoice' in, as they had good Cauſe, though it 
took away our former Rejoicings 3 our Pleaſures in 
Vanities and Iniquity died, qur Glory in this World 
withered, our Friendſhip; with the Sons of Men de- 
cayed, and we ſtood. in the Ligbt and ſaw. all theſe; 
Things, and were not ſorry at it, but waited daily 
do ſee theſe Things: more and more brought to paſs; 
neither was there a permitting our Thoughts to go 
out, how we might prevent thoſe Damages, or 10 | 
pair theſe Loſſes, but the Croſs: of Chriſt was.indeed - 
our! glorying or rejoicing; and;the;Hops that Was 
before us, did make us deſpiſe the Pleaſures / Trea- 
ſures and Honour, Friendſhips and Delights of this 
World; and in thoſe Days you grew into a Feeling 
of the heavenly Joy, where the Hundred-fold was 
_ witneſſed in your Boſoms, and the Zeal of the Lord 
Vas kindled by his on Spirit in you, againſt what- 
| ſoever this Light of Jeſus in the Conſcience did wWit- 
neſs againſt; and the Lord beheld your Integrity, 
and bleſſed yon, and multiplied you, and added to 
your Strength and Stature, and then did the Fruits 
of this glorious Work abound among you, in three 
more general and ſpecial Effects; by which Effects, 
or hy their Continuance among you, let all now | 
come to ſeatrch and try themſeldes, that fo, dear 
Friends thoſe, who have. continued faithful in them 
all, may perſevere in like manner to the End: And 
thoſe, who upon true Seatch do find that they have 
failed, and fallen ſhort in all or any of them, may 
make haſte to and ta turn to that which was 
the Root of them all, that they may not be found 
as fruitleſs and withered Branches in the Day that 
cometh, leſt they be cut off and utterly 2 
2199 33 7 5 rom 
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= 
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to 1 


pee among che living Branches of the Vine 5 for 
a Day cometh that Truth will look into the Fig- 


tree for Fruit, and Leaves' will not ——— * em 


the Curſe and Blaſting. 


The three eſpecial Pruns that did tk being both 


; from this bleſſed Root, and were and are to continue 


| ane increaſe uy us, and — us to the: End, are 
= | theſs, 7; 1319 £ Oo mondo | 


1. PurtTyY, anden in a godly Coveiftiont! | 
2. UniTy, manifeſted in dear _ LIN Love 


ode towards another. 


. FA1THFULNESS, matiifeſted i in . Fm con- 


: 8 and faithful Teſtimony to the Things we had f 


received and believed, Sages. it were reh 7 5 


Los and Sufferings.” 


And againſt all bed doth the 0 one © appear; 


d ſes if he can make you barren concerning them, 
und that with divers Wiles and Subtilties, that ne 
may prevail on you, and not be known to be the 

| Enemy, but might ſo overcome you, as that yo 
might both ſubmit to him, and then plead for him 
and his Snares and Wiles, as being juſt, right, law- 

ful, prudent; convenient, &c. But, a dear Friends! 

1 all be watchful and diligent to wait in the Senſe 

and true Feeling of that Seed which never fell nor 

3 wat beguiled, and you will (even the leaſt of you) ſee 
and comprehend his Workings and T Kreer 

1 and be delivered from them 


1. PorITY and — Was uit in you, 
thich doth yet flouriſn in many (bleſſed be the 


Lord) who are as watchful and careful to approve 
. themſelves in Obedience to the Light of Truth in 
| their inward Parts a6 er, and find as great a Ne- 


ceſſity 


- — — 


— 


— 2 — — _— Na nag 
— ” . —.. ..... ̃ —...... t 


— - 
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ceſſity both of trying and judging with its Tides 


ment, as ever; ' theſe having thus waited, have re- 


newed their Strength unto this very Day, and do 
mount up as upon the Wings of an Eagle ; theſe 
are neither weary in running, nor faint they in their 
walking: But alas, Friends! even theſe do know 
with how great and manifold: Aſſaults they have 


been aſſaulted, and know and ſee with 890 of 


Heart, ho- the Aſſault bath prevailed upon ſome, 
by working into the Mind a ſecret Liberty, and 
ſuppoſed Enlargedneſs, whereby a Careleſneſs hath 
entred ſome, and they having no Keeper but the 


Meaſure of Light revealed in their Hearts and Cons 
ſciences, ſo ſoon as they came to be perſuaded to 
ſlight the Reproofs of that, they ſoon erred; and 


| Res ſuppoſed Liberty entred, That "now, after ſo 
many Years Stritineſs and Circumſpection, they ſhould = 
ld o tand ſa ftraitly to try Things and Word. 
a at firſt,” becauſe | now: a Day of more Liberty 
was come; and this Liberty ſecretly prevailed againſt 
that pute Fear that once was placed in their Hearts, 
and againſt the very Obedience of Truth, inwardly 
in the Subjection of the Mind, and then it wir ö 
manifeſt outwardly ; the Actions ſometimes blame- : 
worthy, the Works and Speech again corrupted, 
and tun into the old Channel of the World, like © 
them again, and the ſingle pure Language, learned b 
in the Ligbt, in the Time of their Poverty and 
22 almoſt loſt and forgotten, and ſo tbe 
Work of God which he wrought, in a manner laid 
waſte: And then, when this Liberty is entred, and 


made uſe of, as aforeſaid, oftentimes a ſecret Sub- 


. _— again the Judgment. of Truth, either 


from 4 


„„ 1 Þ 


rn ble or en ſome outwardly, Who are 
 grieved with this looſe and careleſs kind' of ſpe peaking | 


F or acting, which Subtilty leads to contend for i 


againſt the Judgment, telling the Creature, Why, FE, 
theſe Things are but ſmall Things, and little T Wk 3 
ee we mißt not ſtrain at à Gnat, and: fach | 


like, Oh, my Friends!] beware of thete evil Sug-. ” 


Fenall and little Things, ſeeing they were great 
Things with us in the Beginning? And how comes 
an Offence in this Nature to be light now, ſeeing it 
was heavy in the Beginning? Oh let not the gteateſt 
Mercies of our God ſo fill us, as to make us Night 
or forget the leaſt Obedience, but rather let the : 

Continuance of his Mercy the more quicken you up 
unto a Zeal for his Name and Truth i in all Things, 
to be found doing and ſpeaking a E according to the 
Rule of Righteouſneſs, - which ye learned in the 


TLigbe, in the Day of your being low and little, and 


then nothing "wall riſe up and be exalted in the 
Multitude of God's Mercics, but that holy Birth 
which lives in o Putty when jt 4 is at higheſt ;- 500 10 

chat Life of Righteouſneſs will nine forth more 


Dear Friend that ye may be "Kept fo unto the 
End, is the Breathing ard Travel of my Soul And 
that where this Neglect hath entred, and this fore. 
laid Oorruption, eithet in Speceh of Action, isto be 


L found, that ye would receive the Word of Exborth- 


: : tion in Meekndfs and Feat, 


iewhich' it is written a 
unto you, and may redeem te Time, for the Days 


ate and ſhall be evil; and none will held the Myſtery 
of the Faith (1 which faves from 2 W 


Rat 


geſtions of the wicked obe: How came they to be | 


and more, which glorifies God and ſeeks his Honour. . 


but ſuch as do. keep. hes pure and ,undefiled a 


ſcience, which none can do, but by, perſiſting and 
continuing in the daily Sanctification of the Spirit, 
and Belief and Obedience of the Truth. 
2. A ſecond Fruit that was brought forth — 
5 this s good Root, was UN1TY and\Lovs one towards 
another; which, bleſſed be the Lord, is precioufly 
preſerved in and among many to, this very Day, 
who ate ſo ſenſible of the divers Operations of Truth 
in them to be all by one Spirit, that they are ſtil! 
kept of one Heart and Mind, given up freely to 
ſerve the Lord in Singleneſs of Heart in their Gene- 
ration 3 and are in this god Work as Streogtheners 
and Encoutagers — ops another; but notwithſtand- 
ing the Enemy hath been exceeding buſy to lay 
waſte and deſtroy, this; bleſſed Effect alſo, — that 
under divers Pretences, which the Lord still diſ- 
covyeted by his own Light and Spirit in his Pegple, 
who have ſingly. waited upon him; for many have 
been his Wiles, ſometimes fitting and pr 


ws | 
Veſſels to riſe up in the fleſhly and ſonſual Wiſgem, 


to traduce Friends, and bring eee. and vil 
Doctrines, to ty Who were not ſound in the 
Faith, that they might draw them aſide into an Heat 


and Zeal for ſomething which had not its Root in 


the Truth, and which they who abede in the Ixuth 
could not own, but judge and condemn in the Name 
of the Lord. ” Which, x when ſuch ſaw, abey took 
thereat Occaſion vf ſtrividg to propagate and pro- 
mote that which they ſawy withſtood; ſo having loſt | 
Subjection to the Spirit of Truth in . themſelves, 
which would have kept them in Nnity in the, Body; 
and — alſo loſt and laid by their "OY 4 


i 135 10 
| thoſe who were over them in ihg. Lord, Gen dhe 


Zeal for that which ſtoofl! in O 


theſe. ſometimes) have : prevailed; to the ſubvetting 
Whole Houſholds, and 8 ſeveral from the 


i Evich and Simplicity which is in the Goſpel, ho, as 
well as thoſe that ſubverted them chave loſt the Fel- 
whip of the Saints, and the Bavour of Life, both 


in a chemſelren and others, and then the Enemy per- 
ſuaded them, all ure dead to the Lafe e 


> and ſo n a tickling Joy in What 
1 .Q perverſe and 


dicnce to that 
up to ſpeak evil 


ly, and dare to Apeak 


with their on Mereivings 


but abe 


wake them and their 
Fmits alſo have made them manifeſt. 
Another Way that the 


Fi 204 211 


Vunich, — —— 


ang a Seed of ,Fealoufy and Nreiudice in the Hearts 
5 c<f; uch in whom he Can get an Entrance, that ſo 
tej may ceaſe from ther trus and unfe 


and that upon a 


pretended Reaſon, -becauſe of this 


bor that, Which rie Inppaſed or imagined, in the evil 
img heed to 


e 


Patis in themlalyta, againſt others, giv 
. \ewil:Thovg — Surmiſes, which — 
e i Whiſpringe . Tale· bearing * 


22 


grew ſtubborn and wilful, and proceeded in mote | 


ppoſition to the 
Truth, than ever they did for the Truth itſelf; ang 


againſt — — a that dwell and inhabit in 
ät, whom God makes to ſhine as Stars in the Eitma- 
| ; anent of his Power: But alas for them l my [ Soul | 
paities them, when I ſee how they ſport babe re 
8 Day af the — _ 
Lord is among his People; which hath and doth 
Spirits manifeſt, and their 


Enemy ſeeks t break the 
mity, ia, by fow- 


igned Love, 


though 


Lord may be one among you; and that which tends 


| 


ta) 


Aud the Thing ſuppoſed to be well; * r 
ſoz yet this is not to be allowedbor given way to 
among you; but to uſe Plainneſs one towards another, 
and ſingle- heartedneſs and to ſhur out the evil ode 
in this his ſabtil-Appearance alſo. Oh, dear Friend! 
remember how the Lord hath: dealt with you, and 
deal you ſo one by another; heath not ee 
caſions againſt you, but hath long born and f 
and exerciſed much Patience and Fendernefs vaok. 
wards you, yet plainly reproving the Evil in you, 
and not treaſuring it up againſt you. Oh Friend 
be like-minded one towards another, that the Enemy 
of your Peace and Concord may be defeated, and 
vou preſerved entire to one Head, even to Chriſt 
Jeſus, and ye may be one, and ithe Name of the 


to the making cold your Love, may be judged in 
all; and ſo ne will e with you 
to the End. d won ef Lie ponds gig 
Another Way which Sv —— works to ſcatter, 
and to bring from this Unity, is, by leading fome, 
Vo have believed into ſome Sin * iniquity which 
the Body (who ate in the Truth) ate conſtrained to 
appear in Judgment againſt for the Truths Sake; 
and yet notwithſtanding the Parties fo ſinning being 
above the Witneſs in themſelves; which would bring 
them to on the judgment of the Spirit of Chriſtin 
his Church, they exalt themſelves: above the Jadg- 
ment, and ſeck to gain to them ſuch whom they 
can enter, by their Words and Complaints, to take 
part with them againſt the Judgment, and thoſe 
who paſſed it. Such were thoſe whoſe Words did - 
Fats Apoſtle as a unter, of whom the 


Believers 


Ls . 
Believers in thoſe Days were to be aware; for 
commonly ſuch as have gone from the Power that 
ſhould have kept them clean and upright, will 

alſo turn againſt the Power in thoſe who abide in it, 

1 eſpecially if they be drawn forth to reprove and 2 
rebuke them: But let all ſuch know, that is not the 
May to be renewed; and let all that take part with 
any Who work Iniquity, know, that they do but 
defile their own Souls thereby, and rend them 
ſelves from that Body which they cannot proſper N 


5 joining with that, in yourſelves or in others, which 
the Power goeth againſt, let the Pretences be What 


they will'; for that which doth Evil, will always be 
apt to ſo evil Complainings of others; and ſuem 
as are in the unſatisfied: Murmuring againft Judg- 
f ment paſſed upon them, are much to be fi dared ; | — | | ; 
they thereby render themſelves the more / guilty, 
and yet the further from Repentance. But, dear 
Friends, watch unto that which gives you a living 
feeling of the living Body, which is the Church, 
chat in all Things you may demean yourſelwes as 
true Members of it, ſerving one another in Love, | 
and ſubmitting; yourſelves one unto another for th 
as becometh the Truth, you- may ſeek to preſerve 
the Unity which the Enemy of Truth and Peace 
2 doth; ebvy:; ſo ſhall ye continue to ſtrengthen one 
anothet's Hand in every good Work, and this ſfial! 
tend to the eakening of the Hands of your Bne- 


cover you. Many other Deſigns doth the wicked 


One try, daily to break and divide more than can 


now 


al 


2 16 ] 


now be named or here inſerted ; but they at are all out 
of the Light, and if you be in it, you will ſee them, 
and that will preſerve you for it is one, and did 
| make us one, and will keep us to be of one oye ; 
Ss and Mind to the End, if we abide in it. 
Nik 3: The third good Effect which Truth did * 8 
in the Beginning, in thoſe who did truly receive it, 
was Zr AL and FArTHFULNESS to God, in the bear- 
ing Teſtimony to what was manifeſt, tho through 
great Sufferings; in which, as Friends abide in the 
Root, they do daily enereaſe in Power, to fulfil the 
ſame Teſtimony; for the Mercy of the Lord doth 
engage them, and his Anſwer of Peace in the Midſt 
"if their Trials, doth arm and encourage them, and 
they hold out to the End; and - ſuch the 
Lord hath always made a Way, better than they 
could have made for themſelves: Vet the Enemy 
hath in this Matter alſo been very buſy, and hath 
prevailed with ſome under divers Conſiderations, 'or 
rather Conſultations, which he hath -propounded | 
unto them. But, Oh Friends, be ye all watchful, 
and take heed leſt any of the Teſtimonies of Truth 
be laid waſte; for that which leads to be weary of 
bearing Witneſs to the Truth, and to lay it waſte, 
the ſame will lay thee waſte, and bring thee into 
ſiuch a State, as thou wilt want the Truth to bear 
witneſs for thee; and though it be hard for Fleſn 
and Blood (which hath no-Kihgdom but here) to 
fall into the Hands of unreaſonable Men, yet it is a 
more fearful Thing to fall into the Hands of the 
living God ; and therefore, let all luke warm ones, 
W ho are neither hot nor cold, be awakened, and all 
* have gone 0 be warned to . | 
their 


1 
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thi l Lew, elf rie Lord will come G * 
| ond the Day haſtens that will arvide ſuch: their Portion 0 


among Hypocrites, except they repen. 


But to touch at ſome of the Reaſons or Arg» 
ments which he, that abode not in the Truth him- 
olf, uſeth to draw others into this kind of 2 1 70 1 


rous Backſliding, obſerve as follows, 


Vit, He appears to ſome to kd; n 
mo That their former Teſtimony was born more from 
an Imitation of others, than from a Work of the 
Power of God in themſelves; and that now, _ ; 
not finding the Thing required of them, they ma 
leave off their Teſtimonies, or may do ſuch Things 
as they have denied formerly: This Snare doth. pitt 
Enemy make uſe of in theſe Days. But mark who 


it is that he hath caught with it; none but ſuch ; 


9 who. ſometimes were low in their Minds, and dared 


not to gtieve the Spirit of God in themſelves or others, 
but for the Truth's Sake could give up all Things, 


rather than their Teſtimony 3 but in Time growing 
cateleſs and looſe in Waiting, loſt that ſubject State, 

and grew high and exalted in their Minds 1 1 the 
Croſs that ſhould have crucified the betraying Wiſe 
dom; and ſo having loſt the true Exerciſe 1 the 

Power, and the Feeling of the Excellency and 


Worth of the Truth, — knew not the Requirings 
of the Lord; and the earthly Mind got up, which 
placed a greater Eſteem upon earthly Things, than 


upon Things that are eternal; and ſo Things that 
once thou offeredſt up to God, thou takeſt again 
into thine own Hand, and ſo robbeſt the Lord, and 
groweſt careful about outward Things, as other 
50 W do; and to cover. thy Shame therein, the 


#2 Enemy 


e 
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Enemy then teinpts thee to belye the Power which 
once wrought-in thy Heart; and made thee afraid to 
act againſt the Light," of to deny the Teſtimony for 
Godi in ſuch Things as were manifeſt, and then thou 
fayeſt, thou didft it by Imitation; but chou halt know 
thy Covering is too afrow in the Day" that e 
ug the. 0 rellen e 
Another Temptation which this Dhenty prefacterh; 
3s; That tho thou art convinced what to do, or "what | 
— ſhouldſt deny, yet the Trials are fo hard and ſo 
many, and Perſecutors wax worſe and worſe, ſo that 
thou ſhalt not be able to hold but to the End; and 
vrhere he can get Entrance with this Bait, he preſent- N 
ly cauſeth an evil Heart of Unbelief and Doubting to 


ariſe, which takes away even the Strength that the 


Lord did give, and fo Feebleneſs doth enter the Mind, 
and a Spirit of Bondage leads'thee to fear again; and 
then comes the Diſpute in thy Heart, whether thou 
ſhalt ſtand with the Power of God, in the Obedience, 
or whether thou halt fall under that Power that arif . 
eth againſt God, and his Truth and People? And in 
this Combat thou haſt a ſubtil Enemy, uſing” many 
Devices to betray thee, and a Part ji thyſelf, wht 
yet mortified, that is ready to ſay, Pity thyſelf, pity 
thy Wife, pity thy Children, and 'pity thy Relations; 


which it may be ſometimes, are all as fo many the. - : 


ſtruments of Satan to ſecs thee, and lead thee into 
Darkneſs, that thou mayſt not ſee ſo great Neceflity 
in thy bearing up thy Teſtimony as indeed there is, 
nor ſo great a Dae in 1 "my" as indeed 
there i . tete, | 
Oh Friends at uch a Tune as this, where is 
ther any: mp but in the Lord ? Where canſt thou 
— Bod | 


„ r - 5 
E 
. 
. 


1 and a dad but! in that La which gives to diſ- 


tinguiſh the ſeveral Voices? Now it is good for 


thee to remember, that, F thou, walkeſt_ after the 


Fleſh, thou. muſt and ſhalt ſurely die and wither. In 


ſuch a Time flee, flee to the Lord, wait in his Dread 


to feel thy Strength but rene wed at the preſent, and 


take no Care for Strength next Month, next Vear, 


or next Trial, for God; 1 God, and changeth not, and 


will be the ſame to thee in ſeven Trials as in fix, if 


thou believeſt and waiteſt, on him in Uprightneſs ; And 
therefore fear not Man, but truſt in the Lord, all 


I ye who have known and felt his Power, and let not 
in the Enemy of your Souls by the Door of carnal 
| Reaſoning, but keep that ſhut ; and rather conſider; 
ho the Enemy makes thee as a Rejoicing among - 


his own Children, and - ſtrengthens that Hope in 


them, of their overcoming all others, as well as thee ; 
which Hope is curſed, and ſhall be confounded. And 
conſider, that if thou letteſt fall thy Teſtimony, 
which thou haſt once born for the Lord, thou 
makeſt the Heart of the Righteous fad, and makeſt 
their Travail through that Teſtimony the harder for 
them, by reaſon of thy encouraging their Adverſa- 


ries by the Hope aforeſaid. And whatever thou doſt, 
They muſt go thorough to the End, h will inherit 


the 7 —5 of Immortality. 


And again conſider, It may ("Bas that thy Back- : 


ſliding, or cowardly drawing away the "Shoulder, 
may prove a, Diſcouragement to others, and they 
may {tumble i in thy Stumbling, and fall with thee, 
and never be able to riſe, and ſo thou bringeſt their 


Blood alſo upon thee. Oh ! remember alſo that 


erat of the Lord, who could fay Eſalm cxix. 157, 


B 3 Many 


1 t 1 Wo 
Many are my Perſecutors, and mine Enemies 7 e 4 
not 4 from 1 6 Teſtimonies, That was a noble 
Spirit becoming the Soldiers of Chriſt; yea, muy 
Wn by pines, as he faith, Verſ. 161. 4 
Dear Friends, let your Minds be ſtirred bp 66 be 
zealous for the Lord, in this the great Day of Con- 
troverſy with Darkneſs and its Power. Who hath 
God to bear Witneſs to his Name, but you? Among 
whom hath he made it known, as among you? 
ho have given up themſelves to the Lord, as you 
have done? Well, Bleed are they that keep Covenant 
perth the Lord, for they ſhall fee his Glor j. 
One more ſubtil Snare of the Enemy in this 6 
5 aner i is in my Heart to mention, which is this, vis. 
To perſuade thee for once to do that which the 
5 Lig It bath made manifeſt thou ſhouldſt not, with a 
: 552 afterwards to be more faithful. Oh Priends' 
In the Name and Fear of the Lord I exhort and 
warn you all to take heed of this, for it will prove 
but a falſe Confidence ; thou wilt find this kind of 
going ont of the Guidance of Truth, to be a dear 
Out-going to thee, for if ever thou doſt return, it 
will be very hardly, and with bitter Anguiſh of 
Boul. Oh ! do not tempt the Lord on this wiſe, 
leſt it do prove impoſſible, upon thy ſinning willingly, 
to renew or reſtore thee again by Repentance ; thou 
wilt have thy Potrage, but wilt 4% the Bleſſing, 
though thou iS ſeek it with thy Tears; for while 
thou wenteſt out, behold, thy We ay Yeehove hedged up, 
and the thorny Nature got up in thee, and fo thou 
art debarred and fenced out from enjoying thy former 
State; Sin being entred, Death ſoon follows. Oh! 
* * who when he had diſcloſed the 
: Token 


t 


4 Token * a W in which State. he. ſtood: in 
Covenant with God, yet thought to have ſhaken 
himſelf, and to have. gone forth in his Strength, as 
at other Times, but was miſtaken, Judges xvi. 20. 
for the Lord was departed from him, though he knew 
it not, And ſa, though thou haſt. known the Lord's 
Preſence: and Power in thy Veſſel, yet take heed of 
letting in that treacherous Spirit, to lead thee to 
Unfaithfulneſs, and to betray the leaſt of his Truſts 
and Teſtimonies committed to thee, though it be 
but for once; for thereby thou will render thyſelf 
unworthy to be found aWitneſs of his Power another 
Time; for the Lord will leave that Veſſel, and 
often doth, and chuſeth other Veſſels to manifeſt 
= x himſelf ; in, who will be more true and faithful. 
So, dear Friends, in true and tender Love 1 have 
laid theſe Things before you, that ye may all be 
ſtirred up and provoked to Love, and to good 
Works; that ye may abound in the Grace com- 
mitted to you, and none of you who have known 
the Truth, may be entangled with the Wiles. of 
your ſubtil Enemy and that you Who have begun 
well,, may not loſe the Things that ye have 
wrought, but may perſevere in Well-doing till ye 
have finiſhed your Courſe in Peace. And Friend, 
this is the Tan and Delight, of thoſe who labour 
among you in the Lord, and hereby are our Hands 
ſtrengthened, and our Hearts refreſhed, when we 
do find ye ſuch as we. dc ſixe ye ſhould be, even 
ſtedfaſt in the Truth; * and then alſo do you. find us 
do you- ward, ſuch as ye deſire we ſhould be, even a 
Refreſhing in the Fellowſhip of Life unto you, and 
our find, comfort us together in the mutual Joy 
at :. ""'D 4 ee 
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and Comfort of bis n Spin, working: in . 


me in you. 

18 And Friends, I am the more en forth at 33 

4 Time to viſit you with an Epiſtle, becauſe the Lord 

W hath given me ſome Sight e of his great and dreadful 

Day, and Workings in it, which is at hand, and 
greatly haſtens, of which 1 have ſomething to ſay 


J Day, and may behold his wonderous Working 
among his Enemies, and have Fellowſhip with his 
Power therein, and may not be diſmayed nor driven 
N in the Tempeſt, which will be great. 
And as concerning thoſe Succeeding Times; the 
Spirit of the Lord hath ſignified, that they will be 
Times of Horror and Amazement to all thoſe Who 
| have, and yet do reject his Counſel : For as the 
Pays of his Forbearance, Warning and Inviting, have 
been long, ſo ſhall his Appearance amongſt thoſe who 
| Have withſtood him, be fierce and terrible; even ſo 
terrible, as who ſhall abide his Coming? For the 
Lord will work both ſecretly and openly, and his 
Arm {hall be manifeſt to his Children in both. . 


goil amongſt his Enemies, one againſt another, ſo 
that being vexed and tormented inwardly, they ſhall | 
ſeek to make each other miſerable, and delight 
_ therein for a little Seaſon : And then the Prevailer 
| muſt be prevailed over, and the Digger of the Pit 
muſt fall therein $ ind the Confidence which Men 
have had one in another ſhall fail, and they will 

beguile and betray one another, both by Counſel 
and Strength; and as they hive banded themſelves 
We © 1 you whom God hath gathered, ſo pa 
_ incy. 


unto you, that ye may be prepared to ſtand in his 


Secretly, he ſhall raiſe up a continual fretting An- 0 


18 1 


hey band FATE one ba another, to dank 
to ſpoil and deſtroy one another; and through 1 

Maldinde of their Treacheries, all Credit or Belief, 
upon the Account of their ſolemn Engagement; ſhall 
fail; ſo that few Men ſhall count themſelves, or 
What is theirs, ſafe in the Hand of his Friend, who 1 
hath not choſen his Safety and Friendſhip in the 


pure Light of the unchangeable Truth of God: And 


all the ſecret Counſels of the Ungodly ſhall be 
brought to nought, ſometimes by the Means of ſome - 
of themſelves, and ſometimes by Impoſſibilities lying 
in their Way; which ſhall make their Hearts fail of 
ever accompliſhing what they have determined; 

and in this State ſhall Men fret themſelves for a 
| Seaſon, and ſhall not be able to fee the Hand that 
turns againſt them, but ſhall turn to fight againſt _ 
one Thing, and another, and a third Thing, and 
ſhall ſtagger and reel in Counſel and in Judgment, 
as drunken Men who know not where to find the 
Way to Reſt; and when they do yet ſtir themſelves 


13 up againſt the holy People, and againſt the holy 


Covenant of Light, and them who walk in it, they 
ſhall but the more be confounded ; for they ſhall be 
helped with a little Help, which all the "Ungodly 

| ſhall not hinder them of, to wit, the ſecret Arm 
of the Lord maintaining their Cauſe, abd”: 41251 
raiſing up a Witneſs in the very Hearts of Ja. viii. 
their Adverſaries to plead their Innocency; ; 
and this ſhall make them yet the more to vex rnd: 
ſelves, and to go thorough hard-beſtead ; for when 
they ſhall look upward” to their Religion, to their 
Power, Policy, or Preferments, or Friendſhips; or 
| whatſoever elſe _ had truſted in, and relied upon, 
| I 


N 


they ſhall have Cauſe to curſe chi 4 and wha they 5 
look downwards to the Effects produced by all thoſe 
Things, behold, then Trouble, and "res and 
| Veration takes hold on them, and drives them to 
| Darkneſs; and having no Help but what is earthly, 
and being out of the Knowledge of the mighty 
overturning Power of the Lord God Almighty, they 
ſhall deſpair and wear out their Days with Anguiſh, 
And beſides all this, the terrible Hand of the Lord 
is, and ſhall be openly manifeſted againſt this un- 
godly Generation, by bringing grievous and terrible 
Judgments and Plagues upon them, tumbling down 
all Things in which their Pride and Glory ſtood, 


and overturning even the Foundations of their 


Strength; yea, the Lord will lay waſte the Moun- 
tain of he Ungodly, and the Strength of the 
| fenced City ſhall fail; and when Men ſhall ſay, Ve 
will take Refuge in them, Nahum iii. 12, 13. they 
© ſhall become but a Snare, and there ſhall the Sword 
devour: And when they ſhall ſay, We will go into 
the Field, and put Wr: in the Number and Courage 
of our Soldjers, they ſhall hoth be taken away: And 
this Evil alſo will come of the Lord, and his Hand 
will be ſtretched out ſtill, and ſhall bring Confuſion, 
Ruin upon Ruin, and War upon War; and the 
Hearts of Men ſhall be ſtirred in them, and the Na- 
tions ſhall be as Waters, into which a Tempeſt, a 
ſwift Whirlwind is entred; and even as Waves ſwell 
up to the Diſſolution one of another, and breaking 
one of another, ſo ſhall the Swellings of People be: 
And becauſe of the Hardſhip and Sorrow of thoſe 


Days, roger th ſhall ſeek and rn Dedth, ber a 
we Life. . | 53 
Ab! 
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my Heart relents, and'is Weed within me, 


” in i A of thefe Things, and much more thin | 
T can write or declare, which the Lord will do in 
— Earth, and will at: make haſte to accompliſh 


the Sons of Men, that they may know and 


obne, Wat the MosT Hien doth rule in the King- 
doms of Men, and pulleth down and ſetteth up accord- 
ing to bis own Mill: And this ſhall Men do before 
eden Times paſs over them, and ſhall be content fo give | 
7 thetr Glory unto him that fits in Heaven. 


But, Oh Friends] while all theſe Things are 


e and bringing to paſs, repoſe ye yourſelves 
in the Munition of that Rock which all theſe Shakings 
ſhall not move, even in the Knowledge and Feeling 
of the eternal Power of God, keeping you ſubjectiy 


given up to his heavenly Wil, and feel it daily to 


kill and mortify that which remains in any of you, 
Which is of this World; for the worldly. Part in 
any, is the changeable part, and that is up and 9 
down, full and empty, joy yful and forrowful, as | 
Things go well or ill in the World: For as the 
| Truth is but one, and many are made Partakers of 
its Spirit: ſo the World is but one, and many are 


Partakers of the Spirit of it; and 1⁰ many as do 
partake of it, ſo many will be ſtraitned and per- 

plexed with it; but they who are ſingle to the 
Truth, waiting daily to feel the Life and Virtue of 
it in their Hearts, theſe ſhall rejoice in the midſt of 


Adverſity, theſe ſhall not have their Hearts moved 


with Fear, nor toſſed with Anguiſh becauſe of evil 


Tidings, P/al. exii. 7, 8, Becauſe, that which 
_ fixeth them remains with them: Theſe ſhall know 
1 their Entrance with the Bridegroom, «ud ſo be kept 


from 
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: from. PPE, though his Coming be with. a Noiſe ; 
and when a Midnight is come upon Man's s Glory, 
to they being ready and prepared, it will be al} 5 
With them, and having a true Senſe of the Power 
working i in themſelves, they cannot. but have. Unity 
and Fellowſhip with the Works of it in the Earth, 
and will not at "all murmur againſt; what is, nor wiſh 

nor will what is not to be; theſe will be at reſt till 
the Indignation paſſeth over, and theſe having, no 
Delign to carry on, nor no Party to promote in the 
Earth, cannot poſfibly be defeated. nor diſappointed = 
in their Undertakingss. i 


And when you ſee Peder at Parties, and : 


5 Rendings | in the Bowels of Nations, and Rumours 

and Tempeſts in the Minds of People, then take 
0 heed of being moved to this Party or to that Party, 
or giving your Strength to this or that, or councelling 


this way or that way; but ſtand ſingle to the Truth 


of God, in which neither War, Rent nor Diviſion 


is; and take heed of that Part in any of you, Which 
truſts and relies upon any ſort of the Men of this 


World, in the Day of their Proſperity, for the 
ſame Party will bring you to ſuffer with them in tbe 


Time of their Adveriity, which will not be long 


after; for Stability in that Ground there will be 


none; but when they ſhall ſay, Come j join with us 
in this or that, remember you are Joined to the Lord 


by. his pure Spirit, to walk with him in Peace and 


in Righteouſneſs, and you feeling this, it will gather 
out of all Buſlings, and Noiſes, and Parties, and 
Tumults, and lead you to exalt the Standard of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, in an innocent Converſa- 
tion, to ſee who will ad unto that; and this ſhall | 


a | 2 
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bea Refuge — of the weary, toffed ung | 
afflicted Ones in thoſe Days, and a Sitclter fer ine 7 
| Whoſe Day is not yet over. 17 eto IVR 
80, deat ly beloved Friend. and Brethþelf) who have 
believed and khewn the bleſſed Appearance of the 
Truth, let net your Hearts be troubled at any of 
theſe Things Gh Het not the Things that are at 
preſeht, nor Things that are yet to come, move yo 
from yout Stedfaſtneſs, but rather double your Dili. | 
gence, Teal and Faithfulneſs to the Cauſe of God: 
For they who khow the Work wrought in them 


| ſelves; (hall ref in the Day of Trouble ;\ although the 


Fige tree (ball not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit he in the 
Vines, the Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields 
Pall yield no Meat," the Flock" ſhall be cut oſſ from the 
Fold: and there ſhall be- no Herd in the 2 er 

theſe ſhall rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the "God 

of their Salvation. Hab. iii. 16, 19} 18. 
And how near theſe Days are to this poor Nall , 

; fow know, and therefore the Cry of the Lord 18 
very loud unto its Inhabitants, Gag his Servants 
and Meſſeng gers, that they would prize their Time | 
while the Netz leſt they be overturned, "waſted 
and laid deſolate before they are aware, and befote 
Deſtruction come upon them, and there be no 
Remedy, as it hath already done upon man: 
oO LON DONI LONDON: That! thon 
and thy: Rulers would have confidered;” and heark“ 
ned and heard; in the! Day of thy Warnings and 
Invitations; and not have perſiſted in thy Rebellion, 
till the Lord was moved againſt thee, 08 cut off the ; 
Thouſands and Multitudes from thy Stteets, and the 
preſſing and n of People from thy Gates, 
r and 


5 An dit, i Arg . |; 
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and ERR to e and ruin 0 Steen allo, and Ui 
he: deſolate thy Gates, when thou thooghteſt to 
have repleniſhed them again. "2 
And, Oh! ſaith my Soul, that thy TokatSlants 
would yet be warned, and perſwaded to repent and 
turn to the Lord; by putting away every one the 
Evil that is in their Hearts, againſt the Truth in 
3 and againſt thoſe wWho walk in it, before [ 
A) greats Deſolation and Deſtruction overtake hee: 
Oh! what ſhall I ſay to prevail with LONDON, 


| ane: 7 7 its Inbahitants! The Lord hath ' caſien ; 


aloud, be hath; roared out of Sion unto them, but 
many of them Hye: not hearkned MK all, nor * 
Adered at all. Ne | 
Well, Oh ny 8 (and thou, h mh Soul) 
_ return: to your Reſt, dwell in the Pavillion of the 
Houſe of your God, and my God, and ſhelter your- 
ſelves be dag the Shadow of his Wings, where ye 
| ſhall be Witneſſes of his Doings,” and ſee his ſtrange 
Act brought to paßt 50 ſhall not be hurt herewith, | 
nor diſmayed. 
Oh my ane in this Bowdls of dear and * 
der Love have I ſignified theſe Things unto you, 
that ye may ſtand armed with the whole Armour 
of God, cloathed in Righteouſneſs, and your Feet 
ſhod with the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, 
and freely given up in all Things to the Diſpoſing of 
the Lord, who will deliver us, not by Might, nor 
by Sword, nor Spear, but by his own "hong inviſi- 
ble Arm will he yet ſave us and deliver us, and get 
himſelf a Name by preſerving of us; and we ſhall 
yet live to praiſe him who is worthy of Glory, of 
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dhe Sering: of the arms, = now rand lde Aer Amen, 
| a rig faith n n 
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H A VE ſameibiog: further in Gd Heart to 
communicate unto "Hy in dear and tender Love, 
and in Deſite of your Preſervation out of the Snare 
of your Adverſary; and that is, To exhort yu all 
to duwell in the pure Judgment of the Truth, Which 
is a Defence upon your Glory; and let none bereave 
you of this, under any Pretence whatſoever; but as 
you come to a true feeling of the Life in-yourſelves, 
to which alone the certain Judgment appertaineth, 
ſio let this Life have Freedom, and ſtop it not from 
judging all that which is at Enmity with the Life, 
and tends to the hurting of the true Plant of God; 
for I have ſeen a Harm hath come to many who 
have parted with their Judgment, and ſo have be- 
come unarmed, and the Enemy hath prevailed ur 
them, (under a pretended Tenderneſs) to permit 
or ſuffer ſuch Things as were hurtful to themſelves 
and others; and though the Lord hath given them 
Judgment and Diſcerning in the Matter, yet were 
bereaved of that Gift, and ſo by tle en ry 
became beguiled. 
Oh dear Friend Conſider theſe tures are 2 
ous em, and it is needful for every one to 
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watgh bet Fr eternal Light to which you. held; 
- firſt turned, that by its righteous Judgment ye max 
be preſerved from every Thing in yourſelves, that 
appears contrary-to that precious Life of which-you 
have taſted: And when you have ſo done, then take 
heed, that the Enemy doth not do that by an Inſtru- 
ment, which (through your Watchfulneſs in the 
Light) he could not do without; and all beware of | 
that affected Tenderneſs, that cries out, Be tender ob 
all, and pray for all, ponds mind the nd in all, and 
love all; and judge none, but leaue Fuagment to God, 2 
1 fay, heed not the plauſible Words of that Sir "I 
which being ict og to fave its own,Head from a 
Stroke, would bereave you of your Judgment, which 
God hath given you, and is indeed truly his Judgment, 
and is to be adminiſtered in his Wiſdom and Power, 
for the cleanſing and keeping clean his Sanctuarß; 
for ſuch as have no Judgment in their goings, are 
they who know not; the true Way of Peace, but 
make them crooked Paths, 1 that goth, in them 
fal m. know Peace, lai. liz. 8. ligt, = 
But ſome may fay, Was not Chriſt meek and hw ? | 
and ought: not all to be like unto bim 
PDis true, y. Friends; but there _ K 4" Bid. p 
5 between; the Seed's Suffering and its Reigning, and 
there are Times for them both: And when it dotg 
pleaſe God to permit the Hour and Power of Dark» = 
neſs; in the open Perſecutors, to exalt itſelf againſt 
his Seed and People, by Perſecution, or ſuch like, 
| they are led by his Spirit to appear in Meekneſs — . 
Quietneſs, as a Sheep before the Shearer, But what 
is this to ſuffering bad and perverſe Spirits, that 
aan under Pretence of the - Lewis, and yet are 
'- out- 


1 


out * me Truth] and Enemies to its Proſperity, 
ſttiving to exalt and ſet up another Thing ini cad of 
the Truth? Such as theſe the Lord doth not require 
you ts uſe only Patience and Meekneſs towards, 
dut if that will not reclaim them, they muſt know 
the judgment of the Truth; and you in it muſt 
ſtand over them ; for in this Caſe the Day of the 
Exaltation of Chriſt-is come, and God is crowning „ 
Truth with Dominion over every falſe per, and 
corrupt Practice thereofial! n: n n 
And therefore, dear . eye the Lord dh 
Goings forth, and as you feel his Life in you to 
witneſs againſt any evil and corrupt Thing or Prac- 
tice, uſe Plainneſs and keep Sincerity, and turn not 
5 Judgment backwards; for that which is unwilling 
to be. Judged, and cries out, Judge none, leave ll 5 
_ God, &c. the ſanie will take upon it both to judge 
and rule, but not in the Wiſdom of God; and thoſe 
who cry out ſo much for Tenderneſs, and" gainſt 
Truth's Judgment, the ſame are moſt dangers to 
be drawn out from the patient Suffering in the Spirit 
1 of Chriſt Jeſus, when they ought to appear in the 
31 moſt Meckneſs, and to appear rough and wrathful 
in the ſtrivihg and fighting Nature, and are moſt 
apt to be tempted into a Spirit of Revenge, as hath 
been ſeen by ſad Experience; for they who loſe the 
Exerciſe of that by which all ſhould keep Dominion 
over Deceit, they loſe that Strength by which they 
ſhould be enabled to ſuffer all Things for the Sake 
of Chriſt Jeſus. 
So, dear Friends, in that which keeps out the 
| Defiler and the Betrayer, all wait upon the Lord, 
that you K have your Armour on, and be fotified 
4 5 wich 
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with the Strength, 4 the Might, and with be 
or of God, and keep that under in every 
Place, which under pretence of Tenderneſs and 
Forbearance would make void the Teſtimony of 
Truth, or make the Offence of the Croſs to ceaſe in 
any thing wherein you have been inſtructed from 
the Beginning, that the Lord may behold and ſee 
Judgment eſtabliſhed, and be pleaſed, Jſaiah lix. The 
Lord looked, and there was no Halen, and it dij- 
pleaſed him; for thereby Defeit * got up, which with 
1 is to be kept down.” kt gab ore nay hos”. 
2 89 II. 3 
& the Lord G od of Powe od W om proſerne.y ou 
faithful, and fitted for every good Word and W by * 
the Strong to watch over the Weak in 8 ingleneſs,. and 
the Weak to be ſubjeci to the Strong in the Lord, - that 
ſo the pure Plant of Righteouſneſs. and Truth may 
grow in and among you all, to bis Praiſe that hath 
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TENDER LOVE. 


AND 


BROTHERLY ADVICE 
5T'8 all de 


Churches of Cy H RIST 


Throughout the 100 


0 RL. D. 


Are gathered into the one Jak Faith, , 
and walk in the Light, and therein have. their 
Fellowſhip o one with another. 5 


n 


| From a Friend e in the ſame F ellowſhip, 
who hath long travailed, and ſtill travails, for Sion's 


| Proſperity, and for the gathering Sion's Children out \ 


of Egypt and Darkneſs, that they may walk and dwell 
in the Light of Sion's Saviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord. Whoſe outward Name is STEPHEN C18. 
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 BROTHERLY ADVICE. 


I bariy beloved Friends and Brethren, gathered 
out of the World by the eternal Arm and 


Power of the mighty God, to bear. his holy Name 
in your Generation ; my Love and Life in the Fel- 


| lowſhip: of the univerſal Spirit falutes you all, and 
my Prayer to God is, you may be kept ſtedfaſt and 


immoveable in the Grace of God, and in the Com- 
munion of his holy Spirit, that ye may bring forth 
Fruit in Abundance, according to the abundant 
Mercy and Grace beſtowed upon you; to the Glory 


of God, and to your, mutual Joy, Comfort, and 


Edification. 


And that you may ſo do, let your Eye be kept | 


daily to the Lord, and behold and take Notice of 
the wonderous Works that he hath wrought in you, 


and for you, ſince the Day ye were firſt quickened 
by his immortal Mord, and ſtirred up to ſeek after 


* 


n 
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To 


him, and to walt upon him; bow good and pracions 


his drawing Cords of Love prevailing upon them, 
theſe came to Chriſt their Saviour, and in him be- 

gan to feel a Unity one with another, in the Faith 
they had received in him; whereby they believed he 
would give them of his Spirit to teach and guide them 
in the Way of Truth, Righteouſneſs and Peace; 
and thus was the Foundation of your holy Com- 


munion laid, and a lively Hope raifed in each par- 
ticular Soul, that he that had begun this bleſſed 


Work would carry it on; and this Hope made you, 


* 


„ 


that ye were not aſhamed to make a publick Pro- 


— 'Feffion of his Name before the World, but cheer- 
fully to take up his Croſs, and deny yourſelves of 


your former Pleaures, Friendſhips, and the Delights 


of this World: This Hope hath been your Support in 


the many ſharp Trials, and bitter Combates you have 
had with the Enemy of your Souls Peace within, 


and with the Enemics of God's holy Way and 
Truth without; and in all your Conflicts you have 
found him nigh at hand, to put forth his Power on 


Jour Behalf, as you have depended upon him for 


his Affiſtance ; and by theſe e of his 
Goodneſs, your Faith hath been ſtrengthned; and 
by the ſame "Ward of Life that quickened you, many 
more have been reached anto, ſo that you have ſeen 
a daily Addition of Strength in — and 


alſo an Addition to your Number, to your great 
Comfort and Encouragement ; and many have come 
to wait upon the Lord among you, and many are 


daily enquiring after the Way to Zion, with their 


Faces thitherward. Theſe Things are worth your 
Remembrance, and ſerious Conſideration, that you 
may look upon theſe great Mercies, as Obligations 
upon your Souls to walk humbly before the Lord, 
and to be devout and fervent in your Teſtimony, 
for that God who hath done thus: great Things | 
or ..- I 
And, Friends; ndr of the great Works that 15 
this mighty Arm of the Lord hath brought to paſs 
in the general, as well as in the particular; how 
many Contrivances have been framed, and Laws 
and Decrees made to lay you waſte, and to make 
you ceaſe to be a People; and how have the Wicked 
rejoĩced thereat, (for a Seaſon) crying, Ab, ha; 
thus would ue have it; "they are all nau given up t 
Baniſbments, to Impriſonments, 10 Spoils' and Ruins; 
nom let us fee if that xray Arm they truſt in can 
deliver them. Oh Friends! How hath your. God 
been your Support in the Midſt of all theſe — ? 
And 5 he hath pleaſed, how hath he quieted the 
ſharpeſt Storms, and turned back the — Floods 
and Torrents of Perſecution that ever you met? 
And how hath he confounded his and your Enemies, 
oy _ nn upon the Heads of them Who 


C4 | lought 
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ſoug bt your Hurt: Were not theſe Things rough 8 
by — Power of God? Did your Number, 2 


Policy, your Intereſt, or any thing that might be 


called your own, contribute any thing to theſe your 


great Preſervations and Deliverances? If not, then 
let God have the Glory, and acknowledge to his 


Praiſe, theſe have been tbe Lord" 5 Dorn ago, and n 
5 marvellus i in our Eyes. 


Again, dear Friends, confided Tonk the ici 


5 one bath wrought in a Myſtery among yourſelves, to 
| ſcatter you, and to lay you waſte from beingh People 


as at this Day; how many ſeveral Ways bath ne tried, 


_ raifing up Men of perverſe Minds to ſubvert, and 
| to turn you from the Faith, and from the Simplicity 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, and to ſeparate you 
| from that inviſible Power that hath been your 
Strength, and to ſeparate you one from another; and 
by ſubtil Wiles, to lead you into a falſe Liberty ; 
above the Croſs of Chriſt ; and ſometimes by ſowing 
Seeds of Hereſy and Seditions, endeavouring / to cor- 
rupt the Minds of whom they could with pernicious 
Principles; but oh, how have their Deſigns: been 
Fruſtrated, and the Authors thereof confounded and 
+ brought to nought ! and how have you been pre- 
ſerved as a Flock under the Hand of a careful We 5 
herd, even unto this Day; which miniſters great 
Cauſe of Thankſgiving unto all the Faithful, who 
have witneſſed the Working of this een Power 
| "8 their own Particulars. 


Alſo, my Friends, it 1s worth your Confidevaticn | 


to behold, how that by this inviſible Power ſo many 


faithful Watchmen are raiſed up upon the Walls of 
yam Zion, that in moſt of your Mectings there be 


a 


1 6 1 


Men and Women, upon whom God hath 7 a 
Concern to be taking Care for the Good of tbe 
Whole, and to take the Overſight upon them, to 
ſee all Things kept in good and decent Order, and 
to make due Proviſion for the comforting and re- 

lieving the Neceſſities of the Needy and Diſtreſſed, 

that nothing be lacking to make your Way comfort 


able; and theſe have not been, nor are brought 


under this Charge by any Act of yours, but 'God 
hath raiſed up Paſtors and Teachers, Elders and 


| Deacons, of his own Election and Choice, and bowed 
their Spirits to take upon them the Work and Service 


to which they are appointed for the Lord's Sake, 


and for the Body's Sake, which is the Church, to 5 


whom it may — be ſaid,” as in Achs xx. 28. Tale 
ye heed to all the Flock over the which the Holy Ghoſt 
batb made Jou Overfeers, &c. And ſuch ought. to be 
bearkned to in the Diſcharge of their Truſt, as thoſe 
who muſt give an Account to him that called them, 
and gifted them for their ſeyeral Works and Services N 
in the Church. |, 
And by theſe Ways: and Mawes hath the Loa 
eſtabliſhed among you a heavenly Government, and 
built as it were a Hedge about you, that ye may be 
preſerved from Generation to Generation, a People 
fitted for the Glory that is, and ſhall daily more and 
more be revealed among and upon the Faithful, 


| wo delight in that Power that ple them to be 1 
Saints, and to bear a Profeſſion ſor the holy Name 


of God, againſt the many Names and Ways that 
Men in their changeable Minds have ſet Ws us 
the Name of thy Lord alone may be exalted, | 


8 


40 J 
A0 dear Friends and Brethren, J intreat you, 
Ant the Conſideration of theſe great and weighty 
Things which God hath wrought for you, and 


among you, may have that deep and weighty In- 
| Flnence upon your Souls, that ye may find yourſelves 


.engaged to anſwer the Love and Mercy of God in 


your Lives and Converſations, and in all you have 
to do in this World, that ye may ſhew forth the 
Honour of God in all Things, that the Light 
which hath ſhined in you, may ſhine forth through 
von unto others, who yet ſit in Darkneſs; that all 


Men may know by your innocent and harmleſs | 


Converſations, and by your cloſe keeping to the 
Lord, that ye are a People who are aſſiſted and 


helped by a ſupernatural Power, which governs your 


Wills, and ſubjects them to his bleſſed Will, and 
that guides and orders your Affections, and ſets them 
upon heavenly and divine Objects, and that gives 
 -+your Power to deny your own private Intereſts, 
where they happen to ſtand in Competition with the 
| Intereſt of Truth; for theſe, and theſe only, will 
be found the true Diſciples c of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who can deny themſelves, take up a Croſs daily, 
and follow 4 in the Guidance of his regenerating 
Power, which brings Death upon Self, and crucifies 
the old Nature, with its Affections and Luſts, and 
raiſeth up a Birth in you, that hath a holy Will and 
Deſice to ſerve the Lord, and do his Will on the 
Earth; and ſuch as theſe are Inſtruments in the 
Hand of God for him to work by, and theſe do 
Works of Righteouſneſs, of Juſtice, of Charity, and 
all other the Virtues W to a * Life, to 


the 


1 41 } 


the Honour of God, and for the Comfort and Bene- 
fit of his Church and R 6 
And all you, dear Friends, upon whom! the Lord 
hath laid a Care for his Honour, and for the Proſ- 
perity of the Truth, and gathered- you into the good 
Order of the Goſpel, to meet together to manage 
the Affairs thereof, Take heed that you have a ſingle 


\. Eye to the Lord, to do the Lord's Buſineſs in the 


{ Ladiogs of his Spirit, which is but one, and brings 
all (that are given up to be governed by it) to be of 
one Mind and Heart, at leaſt in the general Purpoſe 
and Service of thoſe Meetings; although through 

the Diverſity of Exerciſes, and the Geral Degrees 
of Growth among the Brethren, every one may not 
ſee or underſtand alike in every Matter, at the firſt 

p propounding of it ; yet this makes no Breach of the 
Unity, nor hinders the Brotherly-kindneſs, but puts 
you otten upon an Exerciſe, and an inward Travail- 
ling to feel the pure peaceable Wiſdom that is from 
above, to open among you, and every one's Ear is 
open to it, in whomſoever it ſpeaks, and thereby a 
Senſe of Life is given in the Meeting, to which all 
that afe of a ſimple and tender Mind, join and 
agree: But if any among you ſhould be contrary- 
minded in the Management of ſome outward Affair, 


relating to the Truth, this doth not preſently break 


the Unity that ye dave in Chriſt, nor ſhould weaken 
the Brotherly-love, ſo long as he kee ps waiting for 
an Underſtanding from God, to be gathered into the 
ſame Senſe with you, and walks with you according 
to the Law of Charity; ſuch a one ought to be 
borne with, and cheriſhed, and the Supplications of 
your Souls will go up to God for him, that God 


may | 
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may reveal it to 0 if it be his Will, that ſo no 
Difference may be in Underſtanding, ſo far as is 
neceſſary for the Good of the Church, no more than 
there is in Matters of Faith and Obedience to God: 
For, my Friends, it is not of abſolute Neceſſity, that 
every Member of the Church ſhould have the fame 
Meaſure of Underſtanding in all Things; for then 
where were the Duty of the Strong bearing with 
the Weak ? Then where were the Brother of low 
Degree? Where would be any ſubmitting to them 
who are ſet over others in the Lord, which all tend 
to the preſerving Unity in the Church, notwith- 


ſtanding the different Meaſures, and different - 


Gro ths of the Members thereof; for as the Spirits 
of the Prophets are ſubject to the Prophets, ſo are 
. the Spirits of all that are kept in a true Subjection 
to the Spirit of Life in themſelves, kept in the ſame 
Subjection to the Senſe of Life given by the ſame 
Spirit in the Church; and by this Means we come 
to know the one Maſter, even Chriſt, and have no 
Room for other Maſters in the Matter of our Obe- 
dience to God; and while every one keeps in this 
true Subjection, the ſweet Concord is known, and the 
Oil is not only upon Aaron's Head, but it reacheth 
the Skirts of his Garment alſo; and Things are kept 
"ſweet and ſavoury, ard ye love one another from the 
Greateſt to the Leaſt in Sincerity, and (as the Apoſtle 
. laith) without Diſſimulation ; and this Love excludes 
all A Hiſperings , evil Things ; all Backbiting, Tale- 
bearing, Grudgings, and Murmurings; and keeps 
Friends Minds clean one towards another, waiting 
for every Opportunity to do each other Good, and 
to prelerve each others Reputation and their Hearts 
are 


ts) 


ate e Comm forte at the Sight of one another; and in 
all their Affairs, both relating to the Church and to 
the World, they will be watchful over their own 
Spirits, And keep in the Lord's Power, over that 
Nature and Gtound in themſelves that would be apt 
to take an Offence, or conſtrue any Word or Action 
to a. worſe. Senſe than the Simplicity thereof, or the 
Intention of the other concerned will allow of: 4 
And whereas it may often fall out, that 30s 
great many, ſome may have a different | ne Io 
fon, of 4 Matter fron the Teſt of their Brethren, 
eſpecially in outward or tem poral Things'; there 
ought to be a Cbriſtiun Libert . Tr Fort foch 
to expreſs their Senſe, with Freedom of Mind, or 
elſe they will go away burdened ; whereas if they 
87555 oj" Minds freely, and a Friendly and 
Chriſtian Conference be admitted” thereupon, they 
may be eaſed; and oftentimes the different Appre- 
| henfion of ſuch an one comes to be wholly rembved, 
and his Underſtanding opened, to ſee as the reſt fee ; 
for the Danger in Society doth not lie ſo much in 

that, that ſome few may have a differing Apprehen- 
fion in ſome Things from the general Senke as it 
doth in this; namely, when ſuch that ſo differ, do 
ſuffer them ſelves to be led out of the Bond of Charity, 
and ſhall labour to impoſe their private Senſe upon 
the reſt of their Brethren, and to be offended and 
angty if it be not received, this! is the Seed of Sedition 
and Strife that hath, e up; in too 500 many, to 
their own Hurt. 

And therefore, my dear Briends beware of 11 7 
and ſeek not to Aer a Matter” on in Fiercenels or 
in Anger, nor to take Offence into your Minds at 

any 


that God hath laid; and he will builc 
teach you how to build up one another in hin; 
as eve 


him fit for Government in the Church o, Chra/ 


[ 44 ] 


not preſently received; but let all Things in the 


Church be propounded with an awful Reverence of 
bim that is the Head and Life of it, who hath fad, 

Where two or three are gathered together in my Name; 
there am Tin the midſt of them ; and fo he is, andy, 
OJ 


be felt by all who keep in his Spirit; but he that fo 


lows his own Spirit, ſees nothing as he ought to ſee it. 
Therefore let all beware of their own Spirits and 
natural Tempers, (as they are ſometimes called) 
but let all keep in a gracious Temper, then are ys 


fit for the Service of the Houſe of God, whoſe 


Fine ye an, e eee 


xs every Member muſt feel Life in themſelves, a 
all from one Head, this Life will not hurt itſelf in 


6 


unleſs he, with all his Endowments, be; {caſonec 
with the heavenly Salt, and his Spirit ſubjected, and 
his Gifts paſs through the Fire of. God's Altar, a 

Sacrifice to his Praiſe and Honour, that ſo Self he 
crucified and baptized into Death, and the Gifts made 


uſe of in the Power of the Reſurrection of the Lite 
of Jeſus in him; and when this great Wark is 


wrought in a Man, then all bis Gifts and Qualifca- 


tions 


1 


tidns are andes, and they are made * of fot the 
Good of the Body, which is the Church, and are as 
Ornaments and Jewels, which ſerve for the Joy 
and Comfort of all, who are Partakers of the ſame 
divine Fellowſhip of Life in Chriſi Jeſus our Londs 
and thus come many to be fitted and furniſhed to 
good Works, which are brought forth in their due 
ee for Edification, and, building; up the Weak, 
and for repairing the decayed, Places, 1 alſo for 
Defence of them that ae ee that I 
may not come near them. ct 01 vtgarpT 
Oh Friends! Great is the: Work, the Lotd, hath 
| called you to, and is fitting you for, who inno- 
cently wait upon him; and the Lord hath opened 
my Heart unto you, and laid it upon me to exhort 
and beſeech you to have a Care that 2 quit youx- 
ſelves: as ye ought; in what God requires of yon; 
and for the more particular expreſſing what lies 
before me in the Matter, I ſhall ſet down a few | 
particular Obſervations for your Benefit and Advan- 
tage; and my Scul's Deſire is, that my Labour of 
Love may have ia good Effect in all fax Boſoms, 
that God may be honoured thereby. And Friends, 
ay know ch chief Buſineſs to which ye are called, 
in your particular! Men and :Wonten's Meetings, is 
eqntain'd under theſe two Heads, Juſtice and Cha- 
rity; che firſt, to ſee that eyery one bath Right done 
him; and the other, to take Care there be nothing 
lacking to the Cumfort of the Poor, who are wake 
| Partakers of the ſame Faith with! you. 
And when ge meet about theſe Things, keep the 
Lord in your Eye, and wait to feel his Power to 
_ and direct ou, to ſpeak. and behave * 


in 


* a e 


14 
1 


| 46] 
in the Church of God, as becomes the peaceable 
Goſpel” And becare of all Brittlenefs of Spirit,” and 
ſharp Reffectien upon each others Words," for that 
will kindle up Heats, and create a falſe Fire; and 
when one takes 'a Liberty of a ſharp Word ſpoken 

out of the true Fear and Tenderneſs, it oftentimes 
decomes a Temptation to another, and if he hath 
not a great Care, it will draw him out alſo, and 
then the firſt is guilty of two Evils, fr/t being led 
into a Temptation, and then ſecondly, he becomes a 
Tempter to others; therefore all had need to be 
upon their Wateh, neither to tempt, nor be tempted; 
and let none think it a ſufficient Excuſe for them 
that they were provoked; for We are as anſwerable 
to God for evil Words ſpoken upon Provocation, f as 
without Provocation; for, for that End hath the 
Lord revealed his Power to us, to keep and preſerve 
us in his Fear and Counſel in the Time of cit Pros 
vocations; and thetefote if any Man through Want 
of Watchfulneſs, ſhould be overtaken with Heat or 
Paftion; A t *Anfwer appeaſeth' Wrath, ſa ith the 
wiſe Man; and therefore ſuch a Time is fitteſt for 
4 ſoft Anſwer, leſt the Enemy prevail on ny to 
their Hurt, and to the Grief and Frouble of cheir 
Btethren; for it is the proper Duty of Watehtnen 
and Overſeers, to ſpare the Flock; bat it let 
nothing come nigh them that will hurt them; and 
wound and grieve them; nay, the good Apoſtle 
was ſo careful over the Flock of Believers, that if 
there were any doubtful Matters to be diſputed of, 
he would not have them that were weak in the HFuith 
at ſuch Diſputes; much leſs ought them that are 
weak, to ſee thoſe that are ſtrong, deſcend from 
1 N 3 1 


; their Stichigth, and g go into the Weakneſs where they 


Hens Party get Poſſeſſian of 'y 


- the "other Party, be not bells yet" hard : ; There f is 
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are not able to bear, er that is certainly the Weak 
that cannot bear: Thoſe that really live in the 
Strength and Power, they can bear even Burdens for 


them that cannot bear their own. The Apoſtle in 


the Place before-mentioned, When he "ſent for the 
I1ders of Epbeſus to Miletus, and left a Charge with 
them, before he laid Take heed tothe Flock of God, 


| he ſaid, Take. ye heed to yourſelves. And indeed we 


are. none of us like to diſcharge ourſelves well to- 


wards others, but by taking heed to ourſelyes,. to be 
kept i in that ſober innocent Fr rame "of Spirit, Which 
| the Truth calls for. Fes OO 


b, * #44 1 2 


In tl e next Place, n Gar Friend, When eile : 
called upon in point of Juſtice to give a SE | 
of Right between Friend and Friend, take heed that 
our Spirit aforchand, 


N any Way or Means Khim tg 'or obtain any 
ord, or Sentence from in the Abſence of 


nk N 


Judgment; 3, Judgment is a Scat where Tater, not 

Affectioꝶ, nor former Kindnefſes may come; | we 
may make no Difference of the Worthineſs or, Un- 
worthineſs of Perſons | in Judgment, as we may in 
Charity; but in Jace, it a good Man, being 
Witzen. hath a bad Cauſe, or a bad Man a 2500 
Cauſe, according! to his Caſe muſt he have Sentence: . 


It was a good Say ying, He that judgeth among Men, 
| Judgeth fe for the Lord. and he will repay it. Therefore 


let all be done as unto the Lord, and as ye are 
willing to anſwer it in his Preſence ; and although 
ome Ray for a Time be diſcontent thereat, yet in 
9 D Time 


at Noon-day; 
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ment, will find Fat har 
3 kick Kut FRY. which : will rick. He * 


that looks u pon che! Sub! 


 feally pert tt upgn 19 0 for the Support of Ry 855 
1 101 the Su 


tay 


Time God 876 oy up your Innocency as the Sun 


u OP that N 5 at ſound Judg- - 


"* = Ta 


8 et you Will be e Fe. enjoy your Peace abe 
1 a in the Dicharge of. Md eee 1 3 
A Y ht of God. 
| as concernin practical Cbariij, ve know 
it Is per by Li ing, 
ceaſeth, Cbariiy waxeth cold, yea, fo. far ceaſeth; 
where there is ho Contribution, there is no Diſtri- 
bution; where the one is ſparing, the other is 
ſparing ; and therefore let every one nouriſh Charity 


rality, and where Liberalit * 


that i Is, Fee Pp. a 10 Mind ; 3 a Heart 
ance that is given. him, as 


ort of his own Body; a 
off tha . they will bars Gu Care. o* 


keeping back any r of God's Part ; for he ath.1 in all 


| 
| Ages, ina moſt 2 lar Manner eſpo! ſed £ 1 
| ||| Sf the Poor, the Wi 

| |. 

| 

| 


Cau! 
idow, and Father fs, and. hath 


öften ſignified by his Proj hets and Ming a ſp 1 
0 ial Charge upon rich en that s World 
Goods, that pi ſhould look toi Kel th Cy. were 
| Gaithful Stewards be what they poſſeſſed, 
might be found i good Works, and in 0 not 
Bit Kiſer their Hearts 15 

11 uo neglect. the Service God had given them the 
Things of this Life for, either to give them np, when 


and that 9 5 


to cleave to uncertain iches, 


called for in a Teſtimony for his Tow] Nahe, or 7 


Nece _ 


40 communicate . n to thoſe S th at be, in 


— * — 
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there is great Need of Wildon 


t 49. v4 
Now as. concerning the. Nergſſeses f the: —_ 


ther about that Affair 3 for, as. 1 faid before, though 


the Worthineſs or Unworthineſs of Perſons 1 18 not to. 
be conſidered in Judgment, yet in this it is; and 


ow will find ſome. that God hath made poor, and 


an Affection to one Pes ſon more than another, but 


every one to love every one in the ui ο,ỹjů Spirits 
and then te, deal out; that Love in che .ourward = 
Manifeſtations: thereof, according to. the, Meaſure 
mat tha Lord, in his Wiſdon 


welas fotth to them, 


And a8 to thoſe Who by Sickneſs, Lamemeſ, » : 


or other Jmpotevcy, are brought into Poverty by tha 


Hand of Providence, theſe are your peculiar Care, 
and Obzects pointed out to vou to beftow yu 
Charity upon, for by them the Lord, calls for. it: 


for as the Earth is the Lord's, and the Fulneſs of it, 


he hath by his ſovereign, Power commanded i in every 0 


Diſpenſation, that a Patt of 


we enjoy from 


bim ſhould be thus employed 45 The. Iſraelites: were 
not to.,reap)the Corners of their. Fields, nor io gather 
| the Gleanings; of the Corn not Vintage, 


the Poor; and in the Time of the Galpel,. 


were to lay a Part on the Fir/t-day of the. Week, » . 
Part of what God had bleſſed, them with, for bo 


Relief of thoſe that were in Neceſſity; nay, they 


did not confine themſelves in their Charity io their 
1 . but, had 8 univerlal, Eye "_"_ vs 


when ye; meet togey 


lome that have made themſelves poar, and ſome that 
others habe made poor, which muſt all hays thein 
ſeveral Conſiderations, in which you ought to labour 
to be.upanimous, ang not one to be taken up with 


working fy vo al * 


Ce ee Genre wy 


* 2 


— f — — 
— : : 


Cas 


4 the whole Charch of Chriſt; and upon extractdinary 


Occaſions, ſent their Benevolence to relieve the Saints 5 
at Feruſalem i in a Time of Need; and all that keep 


in the Guidance of the ſame univerſal Spirit, Will 
make it their Buſineſs to be found in the ſame 


Practice of Cbarity and God Works : To db "Good, 
and to communicate, forget not, faith the Apoſtle : 2 80 


5 they that forget not this Cbriſtian Duty, will find 
out the Poors Part in the Corners and Gleanings of 
the Profits of their Trades and Merchandizings, as 

well as the old Myraelite did the Corners and Glean- 


ings of his Field; and in the Diſtribution of it, 


will have a Regard to comfort the Bowels of ſuch, 
who are by the divine Providence of God put out of a 


Capacity of enjoying thoſe | outward - Comforts of 


15 Health, and Strength, and Plenty, which others do 


enjoy; for while they are Partakers of the ſame 
Faith, and walk in the Way of Rightecuſneſs with 
you, ſubmitting themſelves patiently to the Diſpen- 


' fation of God's Providence towards them, they are 
of your Houſhold, and under your Cate; both to 
viſe, and to relieve. s as Members of one Body, of 


which Cbriſt Jeſus is Head; and be that gideth to 


ach Poor, lendeth to the Lord, and he ibill rcpay it. 


But there is another Sore" of Poor, Who make 


themſelves poor through their Sloth and Careleſneſs, 


and ſometimes by their Wilfulneſs, being heady and 
high-minded, and taking Things in hand that are 


more than they can manage, and make a Flouriſh 
for a Seaſon, and then, through their own Neglects, 
are plunged down into great Poverty: Theſe are a 


Sort the primitive Churches began to be "troubled 


an in the early Days of the Goſpel; for the 


4 


dne with another. 
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Apoſtle took Notice of ſome that would not work 
at all, and ſharply. reproved them, and ſaid, They 
bat would not work, ſhould not eat; and theſe. are 
commonly a ſort of Buſy-bodies, and Meddlers with 
others Matters, while they negle& their own, and 
run into a worſe Way than the Unbelievers, while 
they profeſs to be Belieyers, yet do not take a due 
Care for thoſe of their own Houſhold, 


The Charity that is proper to ſuch, is to give them 


Admonition and Reproof, and to convince them of 
their Sloth and Negligence; and if they ſubmit to 
your Reproof, and are willing to amend, then Care 
ought to be taken to help them into a Way and 
Means to ſupport themſelves; and ſometimes by a 
llittle Help in this kind, ſome have been reclaimed 
from the Snares of their Soul's Enemy: But if theß 
Will not receive your wholeſom Counſel and Admo- 
nitions, but kick againſt it, either in their Words or 


Actions, Friends will be clear of ſuch in the Sight 


of God; for it is untea ſdhable in them, to expect | 


you ſhould feed them that will not be adviſed by 


you, becauſe they break the Obligation of Society 

| by ther: diſorderly Walking; for our Communion 
|| doth not ſtand only in frequenting Meetings, and 

hearing Truth preached, but in anſwering the bleſſed 
Principle of T; 


ruth in Life and Converſation, and 
therein both the Rich and the Poor have Fellowſhip 


- 


There is another Sort that are made poor by the 


mean Time there is a Tendernch to be extended to 
24 2 them 


Oppreſſions and Cruelties of others. Theſe oppreſſed 
Poor cry loud in the Ears of the Almighty, and he 
will in his own Time avenge their Cauſe; but in the 


tay 


rn not knowing how foot it may un; 
and if there be need of Counſel and Advice; or _ 
apy Applications can be made to any that "are "bh: 
to Zelter them from the Oppreſſors in ſuch Caſes, 
let all that are capable, be ready and willing to adviſe, 
relieve, and help the Diſtreſſed; and this is an 2 
ceptable Work of Charity, and a great Comfott to 
ſuch in ſharp Afflictions, and their Souls will birfs 
the Inſtruments'of their Eaſe and Comfort. I 
And, my dear Priends, as God hath dolce 
you with lo high and holy a Calling, to be his Ser- 


vants and Workmen i in this his great and notable 


Day, and to work tegether in his Power, in fetting 
Forth his Praiſe and Glory in the Earth, and gather- 


ing together in one the ſcattered Seed in this —_ 


other Nations: Oh, let the Dignit Y of your Calling 
provoke and enconrage you to be diligent Attenders 
upon his Work and Service you are called to, and 
let not your Concerns inghe World draw you from 
obſerving the Times and"Seafons * or 
8 but you that are elder, ſet a good Exam- 
ple to the younger Sort, by a due Obſervation of the | 
Hour appointed, that they that come firſt one Time, 


my not by their long laying for others be diſ- 


couraged, ſo as perhaps they may be laſt another 


Time; but when the Time is „e leave your 
Buſineſs for the Lord's Work, and he will take Care 


your Buſineſs Wall not ſuffer, but will add a Bleſſing 


upon it, which will do more for you than the Time 


can do that may be ſaved out of his Service. 
And when you have to do with perverſe, and fro- 


v ard or diſorderly Perſons, whem ye have Occafion 


to reprove, and to Oy for the Truth's Bake, and 
1 you. 


Fou find them ſtout and high, and reflec 
you, then is a Time for the Lambs Meeknefs to 
ſhine forth, and for you to feel your Authority in 
the Name of Cbriſ, to deal with ſuch an one, and 
| to wait for the pure and peaceable Wiſdom from 


to the 
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ſtout and high, ani 


0 


above, to bring down and confound the earthly 


Wiſdom, And in this Frame of Mind you labour 
together to pull the entangled” Sheep out of the 


T ney Ferry to reſtore than which is gone aſtray, 
* et ye ſave yourſelves from the Guilt 0 his Blood: 


Andi if ſuch do periſh, his Blood will be on his own 
Head: But on the other band, if ye ſuffet their 


iy Spirits to enter, and their Provocations to 


have a Place in you, fo as to kindle your Spirits into 

a Heat and Paſſion, then you get a Hurt, and are 

Wh ma to do them any Good; but Words wil -— 

break out that will need Repentance, and the || 
Wicked will be ſtiffened and ſtrengthened thereby, 
and you miſs the Service that you did really intend, 


] 


Therefore, dearly Beloved, keep upon your Watch, 


9 


reparation of the Goſpel of 


keep on your ſpiritual Armour, keep your Feet bod 
Wit the Þ þ 
God of Peace will be with you, and ctown your 
 Endeavours with good Succefs, to yourJoy and Com- 
fort, and will bring up his Power over yourAdverſaries 

and Oppoſers. more and more, to which many ſhall 


: 


eace, and the 


and bend. in your Sight ; 'and will bring Shame 


and Confulion 7 the Rebellious, who harden 


their Hearts, a n their Necks againſt the 


Lord, and his Chriſt, and Kingdom, which he will |} 
_ exalt in the Earth, notwithſtanding all that Satan, 
and all his evil Inſtruments can do to hinder the 


 & ' Growih 


old again, if you can; bat if you cannot, 


. 


Growth and Progreſs of his-bleſſed Truth; for of t 
Increaſe of the Government, and of the Peace f 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, there ſhall be no End. 
And now, Friends, 1 having cleared my Con- 
ſcience of what lay upon me for ſome Time, to 
write unto you by way of Remembrance, and as 
the Exhortation of my Life unto you, 1 remain 
travailing in Spirit for the Welfare of Zion: And | 
although the outward Man decays, yet in the inward | 


Nan 1 am comforted, in beholding daily the gest 
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Things that our God hath done, and is ſtill doing 
for them that have their ſole Dependance upon him, 
80 committing you to the Grace of God, for 
your Director and Preſerver, in theſe and all your 
| ſeveral Services unto which God hath called you, 
that by the Operations of his mighty Power ye may 
be kept blameleſs and unſpotted of the World, to 
his Honour and your Comfort, and to the univerſal 
Comfort and Edification of the Church, that ſo 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings may fill your Hearts and 
Mouths, your Families, and your Meetings; for he 
is worthy, who is our Tower, our Support, the 
Lord of Hoſts, the King of Saints, to whom be 
Glory, Honour and Renown, through this and all 
Generations, far ever and ever, Amen, 25 E60 
Loxpon, the 15th From your Friend and Brother 
©, of the 7th Month, in the Communion and Fl. 
9 = Yowſip of the Goſpel of 
Peace and Purity, 5 
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